The TVT works by creating an artificial collagenous neoligament that reinforces the natural pubourethral ligament (PUL). The PUL contains collagen, smooth muscles, elastin, nerves, blood vessels; thus, the ligament contracts during effort and relaxes during micturition, a finely tuned, neurologically controlled mechanism. In contrast, the TVT neoligament principle provides a solid non-contractile collagen strut. This explains why it is not possible to achieve 100 % dryness in all circumstances. Fine tuning is not possible. Stem cell treatment offers the prospect of regenerating all the elements of the ligament so it can Bfine tune^.
The word Bstandard^is also problematical. For example, the standard metre is the distance between two marks on 90 % platinum/10 % iridium alloy bar kept in Paris. At least in the English system of law, Bstandard^is the equivalent of the French metre bar; any deviation can leapt upon by our legal friends. Maybe Popper's concept of a fluid ever evolving science is best.
Or as the editorial says, BInstead of blindly following a gold standard, let us look at the evidence ourselves and apply it critically in a specific healthcare setting to the individual patient. Isn't this what evidence-based medicine is all about?Ĉ onflict of Interest None.
